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PREFACE.

THE career of a military adventurer can never
be deficient In excitement; and that of JAMES
SKINNER, the subject of this Memoir, a man
universallj known throughout India, and one who
took so active a part in the most stirring events
of our struggles in that country, can scarcely fail
of fixing the attention of the British public; for
how few of that public are not now more or less
interested in India? We, therefore, believe that
we are performing an acceptable service in laying
before them the following work.

It may, indeed, be matter of surprise that,
hitherto, so little has been done in bringing
to view the many remarkable characters who,

during the latter years of the past century and
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the early ones of the present, figured in the
struggles of that disturbed period. The noble
and gallant leaders of the British forces in those
exciting times have, it is true, had their biogra-
phers; and History has presented in her pages
both their names and their deeds. But many
there were, of secondary or still lower rank, whose
feats, though merged in the great whole of which
they made up the sum, were as brilliant for their
extent as the more dazzling victories, and who
yet are unknown beyond the limits of a despatch,
or a notice in some little read and less-remembered
work of the day; nay, even the brilliant actions
of Lake and of Wellington— not the ¢ Field-
Marshal,” but at that time the plain Major-
General—of Stevenson, of Maxwell, or of Fraser,
—how little are they now remembered, or even
known, by the public of this day ? And yet where
shall we find victories more splendid in all their
details, or more important in their consequences
than those of Assaye, or Argaom, of Dehlee, or
Lasswarrie, or of Deeg ? or where more desperate
and dazzling deeds of valour than the storms of
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Gawilghur, of Ahmednughur, of Alleeghur, of
Rampoorah, of Deeg, and many others? or the
far less known and less brilliant, but not the less
remarkable or less gallant, defence of Dehlee?
But it is still the old tale—good service soon
forgotten ; we speak of the inferior ranks alone.
Verily, well would he merit of his country and
its brave defenders, who should collect and record,
under one view, the various gallant and daring
exploits performed by Indian officers and Indian
soldiers,

Meantime, we shall endeavour to do our humble
part, in sketching out, so far as materials are to
be had, the military adventures of Colonel James
Skinner. 'We regret to say that these are some-
what scanty. 'The principal part of this work is
taken from a MS. placed in the hands of the
writer by a son of the late Colonel, now a Cap-
tain in the service of his highness the Nizam. It
is in the writing of a native, no doubt copied from
the notes of the Colonel himself, who was in the
habit of keeping a journal in Persian—or from
his personal dictation ; but it abounds in clerical
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inaccuracies, which require one well acquainted
with the subject to correct; and it seems to have
been intended rather as a brief memorial of his
early life and services, framed for some special
purpose, than as a full account of his chequered
life and adventures.

In the latter part, indeed, about the year 1824
all detail ceases; and it ends with an abruptness
calculated greatly to disappoint the reader, and at
a period long before the useful part of his life was
over. In truth, Skinner, being far more a man
of the sword than of the pen, was very ill qualified
to furnish materials for a life. He could zell his
story most graphically, but he could not write it;
and had the many friends who have heard him
narrate the striking incidents of his life, and de-
scribe the remarkable scenes of which he had been
a witness, thought of noting down such communi-
cations at the time, no doubt they would have
served to form a far more interesting narrative
than the present. But few have the time or the
precaution to avail themselves of such oppor-
tunities, and thus by far the most interesting
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portion of many a public man’s sayings and doings
becomes lost to the public.

A brother of the writer of this—William Fraser,
late of the H. E. I. C.’s civil service at Dehlee—
was the most intimate friend that Skinner had.
Though differing in some points of disposition,
they were in many respects kindred spirits, espe-
cially in military enthusiasm, in their high sense
of honour, and chivalrous generosity of spirit.
The writer himself was also Skinner’s intimate
friend, though for a shorter period than his
brother; but he had thus full opportunity of
becoming acquainted not only with his character,
but with much of his previous life, and he has
thus been enabled, in some degree, to supply
deficiencies in the MS. from his own recollections.
In order, too, not only to render intelligible many
of the facts and allusions which occur in the
Memoir, but to add, as he hopes, to the interest
of the work, the writer has been induced to pre-
face it with a short, general sketch of the con-
dition of the countries where the scene of the
narrative lies, and to intersperse it with accounts
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of the principal persons whose names or actions
are introduced, but with whom many of his
readers may possibly be little acquainted. In
this way they will learn some particulars regard-
ing the state of the Mahratta empire and its rulers
in those times, as Sindea, and Holcar, and the
Pindarree chief, Ameer Khan; and find sketches
of several other adventurers who have flourished
in Hindostan, as the celebrated General De Boigne,
General Perron, George Thomas, General Mar-
tine, the infamous Soomroo, and his well-known
Begum.

Nor could he refrain altogether from noticing
some of the remarkable battles that have marked
with blood the fair plains of India. Those be-
tween native powers are in many instances con-
nected with the subject, and afford characteristic
sketches of the various military castes and classes
of that interesting country; while those in which
the British were engaged can never, surely, want
interest to British readers. But it may be ob-
jected that such notices and such sketches of the
deeds of ather days savour too much of hook«
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making, and tend rather to overlay than illustrate
the principal subject of the work. The first
assuredly is not the case. The great object
throughout has been to interest the reader—and
chiefly in its hero. There is not a scene it de-
scribes, nor an action it narrates, which does not, in
the writer’s belief, bring out some point of national
or individual character connected with the chief
personage of the narrative ; and, in fact, amongst
the mass of glowing and brilliant materials, which
the necessary examination of the subject presented
for selection, his object was rather to curtail than
to add to those illustrations, which might have
too greatly lengthened the work.

For the rest, the writer has sought but to re-
present James Skinner, such as he was in truth, a
gallant soldier, a zealous officer, a steady friend, a
worthy noble-minded man ; and spite of his dark
complexion, a true and loyal Briton. If he has
failed, the fault is his alone, and lies not in the
subject of this Memoir.
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CHAPTER L

Introductory—The Makrattas—Sivajes—Rise of the Mah-
ratta power—Decline of the Moghul Empire—Invasion
of Hindostan by the Doorannces—Battle of Paneeput—
Madhajes Sindea— His escape from Panceput—His rise
to power—Rajepootanah and the Rajepoots— European
Adventurers in India.

Ixp1A has in all ages been the birthplace, or the

harvest-field, of military adventure. From the

time of Mahmood Ghiznavee, nay, from that of

Alexander himself, down to the days of Nadir

and Ahmed Shah Abdallee, her fair cities and rich

plains have been the prey of foreign conquerors

or spoilers; and still, as each successive dynasty

began to wane, there has arisen, amidst the dis-

orders that preceded its fall, a crowd of lesser

robbers—her own sons—who have sought to build
YOL. 1. B



2 MEMOIRS OF COLONEL SKINNER.

their fortunes out of the fragments of the crumb-
ling empire, or to snatch at power or dominion
in the troubled waters of its ebbing fortunes.
Amongst those of native origin, in later days, are
the Mahrattas and the Pindarrees; the former of
whom, springing forth in the feeble age of the
Moghul empire, arose, almost unchecked, to a
very formidable height of power; while the latter,
arrested by the arms of the British government,
before they had advanced beyond the stage of
reckless and sanguinary banditti, have been hap-
pily crushed for ever.

The Mabhrattas, according to the excellent and
valuable work of Mr. Grant Duff,* were inhabi-
tants of Maharashtra, a division of the Indian
Peninsula lying between the 16th and 22nd de-
grees of north latitude, and extending from the
Sautpoorah range of hills on the north, to the
Wyne Gunga, and Wurdah rivers on the east;
from whence a waiving and irregular line to Goa
confines it on the south-east, as does the Ocean on
the west. Its people consisted of many tribes
and nations, but all of the Hindoo religion, and
divided, as in other parts of the peninsula, into

* History of the Mahrattas, by James Paul Duff, Esq.,
late Political Resident at Satarah. 3 vols.
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the four principal castes of Brahmins, Chettries,
Byse, and Sooders,—or those of the priests, the
military, the commercial, and the cultivators.

In common with all other provinces of India,
this country was overrun by the Mahomedans, in
their various invasions; but its chiefs and inhabi-
tants cherished an unceasing spirit of hatred and
aversion to their conquerors, which on all suitable
occasions broke out into open revolt. The first of
their chiefs, however, who appears to have main-
tained a hostile attitude with effect for any con-
siderable time, was Shahjee, father of the cele-
brated Sivajee, who may be regarded as the true
founder of the Mahratta power.

Sivajee, long before the death of his father, had
taken an active part against the Moghuls, and
become their terror. His career, indeed, is one
series of extraordinary exploits, which almost
savour of romance, and would of themselves form
a very interesting narrative; but on it we dare
not enter. 'We must look forward to the death of
his father, when he assumed the title of Rajah,
and successfully opposed the great Aurungzebe,
the last powerful monarch of the line of Timour.
Sivajee died in 1680, at the early age of fifty-
three, of a fever, caught by over exertion, and

B2
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was succeeded by Sumbajee, who, after an active
reign of eight or nine years, was treacherously
seized and put to death at Solapoor, sixteen miles
north-east of Poona,* by Aurungzebe; an act which
excited against him a still more implacable hatred
on the part of the Mahrattas ; while the death of
that monarch himself, in 1707, removed the only
support of the falling empire, and left the
weakened Moghuls to the fury of their perse-
vering and now very powerful enemies.

In the reign of his weak successor, Ferokhshere,
their power rapidly augmented ; and in the years
1719 and 1720 we find Ballajee Wishwanaut, the
Peishwa (as the first minister of the Rajah of
Satarah was called), and his Mahrattas, actually
dictating terms in the city of Dehlee, and receiv-
ing—that is, forcing—from the prostrate shadow
of an emperor, the three celebrated grants of the
Chout, the Sirdesmookee, and Sewraje,—three im-
posts upon the six Soobahs of the Dekhan, amount-
ing to many crores of rupees; and equivalent, in
fact, to a surrender of nearly the whole revenue
derived from these countries, to the Mahratta
powers.

But even amongst that people themselves revo-

* History of the Mahrattas, vol. i. p. 360.
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lutions were occurring which portended serious
divisions. Bajee Rao, Peishwah, the successor of
Ballajee in the office of minister to Rajah Shao,
who now occupied the throne of Sivajee, was far too
ambitious a character to rest satisfied with being
the servant of a pageant—for the weak Rajah was
little better,—and following the example set by
many of the Moghul Soobahdars, usurped the real
power, while using his master’s name, and founded
the dynasty recognised by us afterwards as that
of the Peishwah, while the house of Satarah lapsed
into the insignificance of a nominal authority. In
fact Rajah Shao himself, after bestowing on Bal-
lajee Bajee Rao grants that were equivalent to an
acknowledgment of sovereignty, first sunk into
mental imbecility, and then expired, amidst a
multitude of intrigues concerning the succession,
well worthy of a conclave of Mahratta Brahmins.
Ballajee, however, was beforehand with them all ;
for, being on the watch, no sooner had the Rajah
breathed his last than a body of his own horsemen
dashed into Satarah, and seizing the intriguers,
secured possession of the place, together with his
own sovereignty, as virtual head of the Mahratta

power.
To follow the intrigues, the feuds, the battles,
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and the murders consequent on these events, and
which succeeded each other for the next eight or
nine years, is as foreign to our purpose as it would
be uninteresting to the reader. But events were
then in progress which forced all the Mahratta
chiefs to suspend their private feuds, and unite
for the general interest in repelling a foe who
threatened their existence as a nation ; nor could
all their efforts succeed in averting a disaster from
which it was long of recovering.

The invasion of India by Ahmed Shah Abdal-
lee* is too well known to need description. His
first expedition was in 1747. He returned home
next year; but finding his officers driven from
his acquisitions in the Punjab, he came back again
in 1756, and overran both the Punjab and
Moultaun, placing his son, Timour, as viceroy in
these provinces; and rapidly proceeding eastward,
reached and plundered both Dehlee and Muttra.
His conquest would have been completed, and
the Moghul dynasty destroyed before its time,

* He is indifferently called Abdallee, or Doorannee, by
historians : the latter name is derived from the word Dur,
or Door, a “ pearl,” which was given him by a celebrated
Fakeer, in compliment to his valour, and his followers
thence are called Doorannees ; they were all Affghans.



THE DOORANNEES DRIVEN BACK. 7

had not a pestilence broken out amongst his troops,
which forced him to return to the more healthy
regions of his own country. The Mahrattas,
taking advantage of this absence, sent Rugonaut
Rao to recover their lost ground; and that chief
succeeded in driving the Affghan viceroy from the
conquered provinces, and placing an officer of his
own nation in charge of them at Lahore.

In the end of 1760, Ahmed Shah, furious at this
affront, marched from Affghanistan with a very
formidable army; and before Duttojee Sindea,
and Holcar, who had been sent to reinforce the
Mabhratta force, could reach Lahore, the governor
was driven from it, the whole Punjab re-occupied
by the Doorannees, and the Shah, with a vast
army, crossed the Jumna, defeating and cutting
to pieces Duttojee and his party. For some time
skirmishing went on, the Mahrattas being gene-
rally driven backwards and losing many men, till
about the 1st of November both armies took up
their positions and fortified their camps. The
Mahratta encampment, which was surrounded by
a deep ditch and ramparts, included the town of
Paneeput, while the Shah encamped at four cos
distant in their front, defending his camp by an
enclosure or stockade of felled trees.
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For more than two months the armies con-
tinued thus shut up, exhausting the country round
of its provisions; but the Abdallee monarch was
even a greater master of the foraging system of
warfare than his opponents, Mahrattas though
they were; and having once or twice fallen in
with them, and severely cut up their foraging
parties, the latter, afraid to encounter their ene-
mies, kept close in camp, until want appeared
there and produced murmurings and insubordina-
tions. Skirmishes occurred daily, and some severe
actions took place, with loss on both sides, but
generally much to the disadvantage of the Mah-
rattas. Each day, too, the dearth increased in
camp, till at length their distress became insuffer-
able. ¢ The cup,” wrote the Bhow to Cassee Rao,
Pundit, ““is full to the brim—it will not hold a
drop more :” to fight or to starve was the alterna-
tive, and to fight the Mahratta chiefs resolved.
The result of this determination was the me-
morable battle of Paneeput ; and, though scarcely
in the direct line of our main subject, we think
that few readers would forgive us if we passed
over, without some description, one of the fiercest
and most interesting conflicts that ever occurred
on the blood-stained plains of India.
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The Mahratta army consisted—from the best
accounts—of 55,000 horse and 15,000 foot, with
200 pieces of cannon, besides a host of Pindarrees
and followers, camel artillery, &c. amounting to
at least 200,000 souls of all sorts. They formed
two grand divisions, one under Sewdasheo Rao
Bhow, cousin of the Peishwah, with whom was
‘Wiswas Rao, that prince’s son, and many of the
chiefs of old families in the Dekhan. It numbered
22,000 chosen horse, besides 10,000 infantry,
under Ibrahim Khan Gardee. Its equipment was
the most splendid of any that had ever taken the
field; and the spacious crimson tents with their
gilded ornaments, the vast number of elephants
with their gorgeous housings, the multitude of
fine horses with their magnificent caparisons, the
show of the silk and golden dresses of the offi-
cers, and the glitter of the armour, dazzled the
eyes.

The other division was composed of the troops
of Mulhar Rao Holear, Dummajee Gaekwar,
Junkajee, and Madhajee Sindea, and many other
chiefs of note. There were also many parties of
Rajepoot horse, and vast clouds of Pindarrees ;
and the well-known Surrije Mull, Rajah of the
Jhits, had come with 30,000 of his hardy troops.
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But his experienced eye augured ill of the un-
wieldy mass of the Bhow’s gay host, and he
strongly advised that all the families and more
heavy equipments of the army should be sent to
Gwalior, so as to leave the fighting men less
encumbered—a counsel as wisely given, as it was
imprudently and haughtily rejected.

The Affghan army, on the other hand, num-
bered 41,000 horse, 38,000 foot, and 70 pieces of
cannon. But these were chiefly Affghans, men
of great bodily strength, without show or bril-
liancy—the steel was the only thing that glittered,
and they were mounted on powerful horses, of the
Toorki breed, naturally hardy, and rendered more
so by continued exercise. These were accom-
panied by a vast cloud of irregulars, whose horses
and arms were but little inferior to those of the
Doorannees. To these advantages was added that
of an able leader; for Ahmed Shah was a tried
and experienced soldier, bred in the camp of the
great Nadir, and who, as we learn from the best
authors, saw everything himself, went daily the
rounds of the vast camp, seldom riding less than
thirty to forty cos, and who had his whole army
in such discipline, that, says the same writer,*

* Cassi Rao, Pundit.—Asiatic Researches, vol. iii.
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¢ his orders were obeyed like destiny —mo man
dared hesitate a moment in executing them.”

Absolute want having forced the Bhow to fight
—though, sensible of his danger, he tried nego-
ciation to the last—on the 6th of January 1761,
orders were given to prepare for battle, and all
the grain in the camp was distributed, that those
who might never take another meal should have a
full one now. On the following morning, before
break of day, they marched out of their entrench-
ment in order of battle, and made straight for the
Abdallee camp. But it was observed that their
aspect was rather that of hopeless despair than of
steady resolution. The ends of their turbans
were loosened, and their hands and their faces
stained with turmeric—a token that they went
forth to die. Some of the chiefs consigned their
wives and families to the care of friends who they
hoped might survive the day.

‘When word was brought to the king that the
Mahrattas were moving, he was asleep in his tent,
but instantly mounting his horse, which was ready
at the door, he rode forward a c6s from his lines
to reconnoitre, ordering the troops under arms as
he went. Observing some of his Doorannees
coming past loaded with plunder, his majesty
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doubted the truth of the intelligence, but just
then a general discharge of cannon from the
Mabhratta line convinced him of the fact, and
taking from his mouth the Persian kaleoon he had
been emoking, he turned to Shujah-u-dowlut,
and said—* Your servant has told the truth, I
see,” and then ordered up his army, with the
artillery in the front.

The battle began as usual among Asiatics with
a general cannonade, during which the lines drew
near each other. Ibrahim Khan Gardee, who
was on the left Mahratta flank, advanced with
Dummajee Gaekwar against the Rohillas on the
right of the Doorannee line, covering his own left
by throwing back two battalions obliquely, while
Junkojee Sindea on the right opposed Shah Pus-
sund Khan and Nujeeb-u-dowlut. The Bhow,
with Jesswunt Rao Powér, fronted the Grand
Vizier, and the great Bhugwa Jenda, or Mahratta
national standard, was raised in front.

When the two lines had outmarched their
artillery, there arose the Mahratta war-cry—
¢ Hur-hurree! hur-hurree!” and the battle be-
came general, commencing with a furious charge
from their centre upon the Grand Vizier's horse,
which, not advancing to meet it, was broken



THE BATTLE. 13

through by the Mahrattas, but not without many
riders on both sides being dashed to the ground.
A great dust arose, in the midst of which the
combatants grappled for life or death, distinguish-
ing each other only in the melée by the cries of their
faith—¢ Deen! deen!” from the Mahomedans,
and—** Hur! hur! mahdeo!” from the Mahratta
host.

Ibrahim Khan, on the left, led his men with
fixed bayonets against the Rohillas, who received
him firmly, and fought hand to hand, but so
steady was the charge of Ibrahim, that near eight
thousand of the Rohillas lay dead or wounded,
while he himself was wounded in several places,
and six of his battalions were almost entirely
ruined. Still he fought on, scattering his oppo-
nents, though Shah Verdee Khan, throwing him-
self from his horse, strove to rally his men, call-
ing out—* Whither do you fly, my friends? our
country is far off!” But the left wing of the
Doorannee army was still unbroken, and the
steady coolness of the Shah retrieved the day,
which seemed for some time to be going against
him. Gathering a body of Nassakchees* together,
he ordered them to stop all the flyers, and kill

¢ Personal guards and executioners.
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those who would not turn back, and to drive out
all skulkers from the camp; then ordering the
Grand Vizier with ten thousand men to make
repeated charges on the Mahratta centre, he
caused simultaneous charges to be made by the
rallied troops on either flank. In these repeated
attacks the physical weight and vigour of the
Affghan men and horses at length had their
effect ; still, however, the Mahrattas fought
valiantly, and the struggle, which had already
endured for full seven hours, was continued for
another hour, hand to hand, with spears, swords,
battle-axes, and even daggers. But then a cloud
came over the Mahratta host, which seems to
rest still in mystery on this bloody field. About
two in the afternoon, Wiswas Rao was mortally
wounded ; and the Bhow, descending from his
elephant in order that the wounded youth should
be placed there, is said to have sent a message to
Holcar, “to do as he had been directed;” and
then, mounting a fleet horse, he disappeared, and
never was seen again. Holear, on receiving this
message, went off, it is said, immediately, followed
by Dummajee Gaekwar; and in one moment,
« ag if by enchantment,” all resistance on the part
of the Mahrattas ceased,—they turned their backs
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and fled, all became confusion and slaughter, and
the battlefield was covered with heaps of dead.
No quarter was given. Thousands were cut
down in resisting, and fully more perished by
suffocation in the ditch of the encampment. Men,
women, and children, crowded into the town of
Paneeput, where next day they were all butchered
in cold blood. Even Junkojee Sindea and Ibra-
him Khan Gardee,* wounded as they were, and
high as was their rank, received no mercy,—such
was the unsparing hatred of the Affghans, or the
mean jealousy of their political enemies.

The body of Wiswas Rao was found on the
field, and brought by command to be seen by
Ahmed Shah. A headless trunk, supposed to be
that of the Bhow, was also found some fifteen
miles distant from the field, but whether it were
or no, he never was heard of more; and if in any
way he had been the cause of this disaster, he
paid for his fault with his life. Many were the

¢ By Cassee Raja’s account (3rd vol. Asiatic Researches), it
would appear that Junkojee was murdered, partly to conceal
his having been taken, and partly to gratify the private
hatred of Nuzeeb-u-dowlut. Ibrahim Khan is said also to
have died from ill treatment, or from having had poison put
into his wounds while they were being dressed.
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chiefs that fell, and few either of chiefs or men
ever returned to their own country. Of the
fighting men, it is thought that scarce a fourth
survived the action; and it has been computed
that not less than 200,000 Mahrattas perished in
this campaign.*

It has often been remarked with what rapidity
news travels in India, especially amongst the
banking class; and a striking instance of the fact
is recorded in the case of this battle. In the
middle of January a cossid (or letter-carrier) who
was engaged to reach Aurungabad in nine days
from Paneeput, was met by the Peishwah’s army
crossing the Nerbudda, and mentioned that the
Mahrattas had been defeated. He was brought
before the Peishwah, and the letter in his charge
opened. Its contents were simply these :—* Two
pearls have been dissolved; twenty-seven gold
mohurs have been lost, and of the silver and
copper the total cannot be cast up.” These
figurative words declared to the Peishwah the fate

* Those who wish to see a more particular and most
interesting account of this disastrous battle, and the circum-
stances which preceded and followed it, may find one in the
third volume of the Asiatic Researches: it is there stated
that nearly 500,000 Mahrattas perished, first and last.
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of Sewdasheo Rao, Wiswas Rao, the officers and
their army.*

Amongst the few chiefs who escaped from this
disastrous field was the afterwards celebrated
Madhajee, the founder of the short-lived great-
ness of his family. 'When the route took place,
being mounted on a fine Dekhanee mare, he soon
cleared the crowd, and took his direction south-
ward ; but looking back, he perceived that he was
still followed by one of the enemy who had at first
pursued him—a huge Affghan, mounted on a
great raw-boned Toorkoman horse. Spurring his
Dekhanee, he soon left the Affghan behind, but
upon pulling up again to breathe her, he saw his
fierce enemy coming up at a long lumbering
canter, and again he pushed on, but all was in
vain—there was the fierce, persevering Affghan,
with his big Toorkoman and heavy canter, at his
heels. He now pushed on in earnest, and the chase
is said to have lasted for an almost incredible time
and space—even to the vicinity of Bhurtpore,

* See Grant Duff’s History of the Mahrattas, vol. ii.
p- 157. The rapidity with which intelligence, especially if
evil, is transmitted is indeed wonderful. The death of
General Gillespie, and the British failure before Kalungs,

were known in the bazaar of Calcutta many days before the
information reached Government.

VOL. I C
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when the Dekhanee mare, worn out, tumbled
with its rider into a ditch; and the Affghan
coming up, cut down the rider by a heavy stroke
of his battle-axe upon the knee. He then stript
his prey of his ornaments, his clothes, and his
mare, and riding off, left him where he fell. A
water-carrier, or, as some say, & washerman,
named Rana or Rannee Khan, passing by with
his bullock, found Madhajee in this state, and,
ignorant of his rank, took him back to Bhurtpore,
and attended him till he was recovered. Rana
Khan then followed him to the Dekhan, where
the chief gratefully rewarded the service done to
the poor fugitive, and raised his deliverer, under
the appellation of the Bhaee, or brother, to high
command in his army. Madhajee was lamed for
life by the wound, and, in telling the story after-
wards, which he often did, he declared that for a
long time he never could sleep without seeing the
big eyes of the huge Affghan staring at him as he
came galloping on upon his clumsy charger.
Madhajee was one of the four principal chiefs
who rallied round the Peishwah after these disas-
ters, and formed the heads of the Mahratta con-
federation. The others were Mulhiar Rao Holcar,
afterwards nearly equally celebrated; the Gaek-
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war, and Ragojee Bhouneslah. These chiefs,
when a common danger made it their interest to
act together, would, for so long, permit their
personal enmities and political jealousies to lie
dormant ; but no sooner was the danger removed,
by the discomfiture or weakness of their oppo-
nents, than their union was at an end, and each
began recklessly to act for himself, and seek his
own aggrandisement at all hazards—overrunning
every country and district which was unable to
resist their arms.

On the south, their encroachments were for a
while arrested by the still formidable power of the
Mahomedan sovereigns of Hydrabad and Mysore ;
while the progress of the English on the eastward
rendered advance in that quarter uncertain and
dangerous. It was only on the north they could
extend their sway. They had already crossed the
Chumbul as conquerors, and we have seen their
officers in command at Lahore and Moultan. But
recent misfortunes having driven them from these
fair plains, it was the great object of all the
Mahratta powers to regain their lost ground, and
establish their power in Hindostan on a more
permanent footing than before.

That portion of the Indian peninsula to which

c2
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the natives, and especially those of the south,
have applied the name of Hindostan, and to
which the business of this memoir especially re-
fers, may be described as including all the country
to the north of the Nerbudda river, and to the
south of the Sutlege. The Sewalic mountains
confine it on the north-east and east, while on
the west its only boundary is the great desert
which stretches from Meywar to the Indus. It
thus embraces Rajahstan or Rajepootanah on the
west, the provinces of Seharunpore, Dehlee, Agra,
and Allahabad on the right side or western bank
of the Jumna; the Doab, Rohilcund, and Oude
on the east, with Bundelcund and Malwah on its
southern line, though these are not generally
regarded as included in Hindostan Proper.

Of these vast countries, Malwah was already
the undisputed territory of the Mahrattas. It
was here that Sindea had fixed his southern
capital of Oojein ; and Holcar, that of Indore. A
portion of Bundelcund was held by Sindea, but
the tenure was a loose one; for the numerous
petty and warlike chiefs of that difficult country
were ever rebelling against his authority, and it
required the constant presence of an armed force
to collect the tribute nominally assessed upon it.
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Even Gwalior, and the neighbouring territory in
the province of Agra, though afterwards the seat
" of Dowlut Rao Sindea’s residence and camp, was,
in 1778, in the possession of the Rana of Gohud.
In process of time, as the power of Madhajee
augmented from the services of his regular bri-
gades, the Doab fell principally into his hands.
But, though his light troops and Pindarrees migilt
make an occasional dash across the Ganges, they
could make no serious impression in that quarter;
and a remnant of habitual respect for the fallen
and blind Shah Allum, rescued by his own efforts
from his savage enemies, withheld his nominal
prime minister* from seizing the few districts
which now represented the once vast empire of
the Moghuls.

But to appropriate the immense and tempting
region of Rajepootanah—once the seat of power
and riches, and comparative civilization — the
country of the most ancient and noblest races of
India—the land of Hindoo chivalry and romance
—this was the great object of the Mahrattas.
This vast tract—a wide and varied scene of rich
well-watered plains and sharp romantic ridges—
of wide and howling wildernesses, and, once, of

* Madhajee Sindes, see page 45.
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fertile and well-cultivated districts, — thickly
sprinkled over with great and populous cities;
ornamented with magnificent palaces, the dwell-
ings of its princes and their lords; with venerable
temples and splendid mausoleums; with strong
fortresses and romantic castles perched on the
pinnacles of fortified mountains; irrigated not
only by copious streams, but vast and noble
water-tanks—perfect lakes, constructed by bene-
ficent sovereigns of the olden time, and formerly
dotted all over with thriving villages. This was
a region well fitted to attract the spoiler’s eye,
and as soon as the roving Mahrattas felt their
power sufficient for the enterprise, they spread
their plundering parties over it.

Unbhappily, though the Rajepoot princes and
their chieftains retained their ancient bravery,
they appear to have lost much of that habit of
active vigilance, which is as necessary as courage
to the protection of a country. The annals of
every Rajepoot state teem with accounts of its
heroes and its valorous actions, and well and
bravely did they defend their country against the
invasions of the Moghul emperors; and bloody
was the strife, and noble the self-devotion, re-
corded of many a Rajepoot feud. But the day of
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constant and active military activity had so far
gone by, that, though always to be found when
roused, it was not always at hand for use; and,
though able to meet and drive back a far more
formidable enemy in the field, their modes of
fighting were ill-calculated to withstand the
attacks of a light-armed foe, who seemed to be
everywhere at once, striking a blow here or there
suddenly without the smallest warning, and then
as suddenly vanishing. Thus the Mahrattas often
overran the country, destroying much of it gra-
dually, till in time finding their people ruined, and
their resources fast diminishing, these haughty
chiefs became constrained to assent to the pay-
ment of a tribute, or “black mail,” to purchase
security from such incursions.

The Rajepoots, as is sufficiently well known,
are all of the second of the four great divisions of
the Hindoos, called the Khettree, or military caste,
which, though spread over all India, have their
stronghold, as it were, in the region of Rajahstan,
and form the military aristocracy of the country.
They are subdivided into various tribes, each lay-
ing claim to very ancient and noble descent, of
which the four principal are the Seesodias, the
Rhattores, the Cuchwahas, and the Chohéns; the
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Bhattees and Powérs, or Puérs, are also regarded
highly. And Rajepootanah is divided into several
extensive principalities, of which the chiefs of
these tribes are the rulers. These have, in the
course of time, suffered a further subdivision, by
providing for members of the reigning families
by grants of certain districts of land.

Of these principalities, the central one, Meywar,
is regarded as the first in rank, if not extent; for
its ruler has the title of Rana, is the chief of the
Seesodia tribe, and has at all times been regarded
by the Rajepoots themselves as the head of them
all,—~the prince round whom the whole military
array of the country gathers, in case of a national
emergency. It is an interesting country, being a
plateau said to be 2,000 feet above the level of the
sea, varied with hill and mountain, plain and
valley, and full of beautiful and romantic scenery.
Though even at this period greatly reduced in
every way, it could once number 10,000 villages,
and was rich in all the products of Central India.
The dwelling of the former Ranas was at Chitore,
a hill fortress of great strength, and celebrated
in Indian story. Another mountain stronghold,
Combhere, 1s not less so. But in later times
the sovereigns have made their abode in the city
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of QOodipore, where the Rana has a magnificent
palace, situated on the brink of a large and beau-
tiful lake.

The military force of Meywar, in former days,
is said to have been great, but depending, as in
all feudal governments, upon the goodwill of the
powerful lords—here called Thakoors—who were
more or less ready as their prince was powerful
and the cause popular; it is not easy to estimate
it. 'We hear of great musters, of hundreds of
thousands of warriors, under some of the Ranas;
but how worthy of credit the reports may be, or
how many of the troops may have belonged to
Meywar itself, it is impossible to judge. George
Thomas, who was well informed on these points,
stated it during the latter years of the eighteenth
century to amount to 12,000 cavalry and 6,000
infantry. The Seesodias, like all Rajepoots, are -
brave and trustworthy, but in neither of these
respects are they to be compared to the Rhat-
tores, of whom we next have to speak.

Marwér, the next state in rank, and exceeding
Meywar in power and extent, lies to the west of
this latter, and stretches far to the north of it.
It extends in length, or from north-east to south-
west, about 230 miles; and in breadth, from east
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to west, about 270. Its soil and surface is more
varied than that of Meywar, as its eastern dis-
tricts are well watered by the streams that rise in
the Mhairwarree mountains, which bound it on
the east, and which form the Sookree and Loonee
rivers ; but toward the west consists of arid and
barren plains, with rocky islands, which merge in
the great desert that divides it from Sinde. Thus,
though some portions are fertile, the greater part
is a dreary waste of sterile and forbidding aspect,
and subject to frequent famines from drought,—a
fact which may be thought to bear some reference
to its name, which, according to Colonel Tod, is
in the native language Maroowér, or Maroostin
—the land of death.

Marwar possesses several strongholds, of which
the city of Joudpore, the residence of the Rajah,
and from whence he is called the Rajah of Joud-
pore, remind.ed the writer of this strongly of the
town and castle of Edinburgh, with its high and
battlemented keep rising proudly over the city at
its feet. Nagore, Mairtha, and Palee are also
cities of note. The first is a more ancient place
than Joudpore, though now much neglected, and
on the very verge of the desert; and Mairtha has
been rendered famous, being the site of many
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desperate engagements, and in later years by a
most bloody battle with De Boigne’s brigades,
which will be noticed hereafter.

The Rajah is chief of the Rhattores, who are
the bravest and best troops of all the Rajepoot
tribes. The Rhattore horse are celebrated over
all Hindostan for their indomitable courage, and
not without reason, as the reader will have oppor-
tunities of discovering in the sequel. Nor has
the power of this state decayed to the same ex-
tent as that of Meywar; as being further removed
from the Dekhan, and affording less temptation
in the shape of plunder. Besides which, the
habits of the Marwirees have been more formed
for resisting predatory attacks, such being very
much in their own way.

The military power of Marwér is uncertain,
from the same cause as that of Meywar, being
dependent on the contingents of feudal chiefs—
we hear of vast armies,—of Beejah Sing being
at the head of 100,000 men, which must have
included the general muster, or Ahére, of the
state, and the contingents of his tributaries,
—and of troops of 10,000 and 15,000 horse
being sent to aid an ally, as we shall have oc-
casion to see. But Thomas sets down the mili-
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tary force of Marwir at 27,000 cavalry, and
3,000 infantry.

Jessulmere, which lies north-west of Marwér,
is a much smaller and less important state, which
encroaches still farther on the western desert—in
which, in fact, it forms an oasis of rocky ridges
and sandy wastes, scarcely more fertile than the
desert itself. It scarcely possesses a stream of
running water, and its poverty and insignificance
may be inferred from the number of its inhabi-
tants, which do not, it is said, exceed 75,000
souls. The ruling tribe is the Bhattee Rajepoots,
and they can turn out some excellent soldiers.

Bikanere, originally an offset from Marwar,
wrested from the Bhattees by the Rhattores, is
a barren sandy tract in the great western desert,
to the north-east of Jessulmere, and north of .
Marwair, but of greater importance than the for-
mer, for its inhabitants are estimated, by Colonel
Tod, at upwards of 500,000, of whom three-
fourths are Jits (Jhéts?), the aboriginal race of
the country ; and the princes of Bikanere are said
to have taken the field with 10,000 excellent
soldiers, who fight well, though they are rather
impatient of control and discipline. Thomas sets
its force down at only 2,000 cavalry and 3,000
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infantry. The country is very barren, water
being exceedingly scarce, and chiefly to be found
in wells from 100 to 300 feet deep.

Jeypore, or more properly Dhoondar, is the
richest, if not the first or the largest of the Raje-
poot states. Colonel Tod estimates its superficial
contents, including Shekawuttee, at nearly 15,000
square miles, and that its population amounts to
near two million of souls, of which Rajepoots and
Meenas form the greater share. The ruling tribe
is that of the Cuchwaha Rajepoots, of whom the
reigning Rajah, Pertaub Sing, a weak and some-
what pusillanimous personage, was then chief.
Its military force consisted at this time of a
foreign army of 13,000 regular infantry, with
guns ; 4,000 Nagas, or Ghosseins, and some
cavalry. In addition to these, the feudal levies of
horse amounted to 4,000; and when the khére, or
levé-en-masse, was called out, it numbered 20,000
men of horse and foot. Thomas sets down the
Jeypore cavalry at 30,000, and the infantry at
10,000 men.

Dhoondar is the most eastern of the Rajepoot
states, bounding on that side with the provinces
of Dehlee and Agra, and having, on the west,
portions of Meywar, Marwér, and Bikanere. The
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soil is various and productive, and its revenues in
prosperous times amounted to a crore of rupees.
Besides the famous city of Jeypore, built by the
still more celebrated Rajah Jeysing Sewaee, about
the beginning of the 18th century, and which is
one of the finest and most regularly constructed
cities in India, there are several others well
deserving notice,—and among them, the ancient
fortified stronghold of Ambere, with the palace of
the famous Rajah Maun Sing and its romantic
fortress. India cannot produce a more splendid
view than that of the wide plain of Jeypore, as
seen upon the road from Ambere, with its noble
city in the distance, and the foreground thickly
studded with palaces, shrines, temples, and tanks,
and multitudes of villages thick with groves and
gardens. There are few places in Upper India
better worth seeing than these two cities and
their environs.

Harawtee, or, according to common parlance,
Boondee Kotah, which lies to the south of Dhoon-
dar, is but a small state in point of superficial
extent, the Rajah of which is chief of the Héra
Rajepoots, but its soil is so rich, and its position
on the river Chumbul so important, and its chief
or regent at this time, Zalim Sing, so sagacious
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and enterprising, and its soldiers so good and so
brave, that we cannot pass it without some notice.
Zalim Sing was remarkable as an agriculturist,
even more than as a farmer. He farmed, indeed,
the greater part of the country ; and it is recorded
by Colonel Tod, that, at one time, he had 5,000
ploughs drawn by 20,000 oxen, and he has sold
grain in one year to the value of a million pounds
sterling. He is remarkable also for having been
among the first of the native powers in this quar-
ter who appreciated the value of regular infantry,
trained and commanded by Europeans. Kotah
and Boondee possess another, though a melancholy
claim, on the attention of the British reader, as it
was the country through which the disastrous
retreat of Monson was conducted when he fled
from Holcar in 1803-4, and where, little as it
seems to be known, the Hara chief of Coela sacri-
ficed himself and his men in protecting, along
with the gallant and devoted Luccan,* the rear of
the retreating detachment.

Of the remaining smaller states,—as Kishen-
ghur, Machery, Ooneara, Karowlee, and many
more petty lordships, offsets from the greater
states, it is unnecessary to say more than that

* Tod, vol. ii. p. 548.
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and this leads us to the notice of another class of
adventurers, which the stirring and unsettled
spirit of the times had called into being.

Every one knows that the English first made
their appearance in India as merchants, and this
character they maintained for a century and a
half; and though they had built a fort at Madras,
and another called Fort St. David on the same
coast, and though during that time they had been
frequently forced to defend themselves by sea
against their European rivals, they never were at
variance with the natives until the war which
broke out with France in 1744. This war soon
extended to India, and the native powers were
not long of becoming parties to the struggle
between the rival European nations in the south.
The insane tyranny of Suraje-u-dowlut, at Cal-
cutta, led also to hostilities in that quarter.
Soldiers and warlike talents rose into demand,
and the men who had left their homes to follow
the peaceful and philanthropic occupation of the
merchant, were forced to seize the musket, and
gird on the sword, in defence of their lives and
their liberties.

In doing this, many discovered their true bent,
and became first-rate officers and leaders—the
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men to whom Britain owes the foundation of that
vast empire which she now enjoys in the East—
whose names are engraven in the hearts of their
countrymen, as they are written on the page of
history—men whom we talk of as we do of Wolf,
or of Abercromby, or of Nelson, among the heroes
of the Western Hemisphere.

But the exigencies of the time, and more espe-
cially the desperate struggle between the French
and English troops in the Carnatic, gave birth to
a class of adventurers less fortunate than those
just mentioned, in the numerous aspirants for
employment of European birth, who flocked to
either army, hoping to carve out their way to fame
or fortune by the sword. Of these many fell;
and others, failing, and disgusted with the ill suc-
cess of their countrymen, left them to try their
luck in the service of native princes. These chiefs,
convinced by painful experience of the great
value of military organization and discipline, and
believing that if they could but introduce such
discipline amongst their own troops, they should
secure the advantages which had given success to
the Europeans, willingly entertained such adven-
turers, or even deserters, from the French or
English troops; and placing under them bodies of

D 2
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native soldiers, expected them to be disciplined,
and rendered equal, at all events, to the Sepoys
of these powers.

In this way, it is found that, even from an early
period of the eighteenth century, many native
princes—as the Nizam, the Nawabs of Bengal
and Oude, and several of the Rajepoot Rajahs,
as well as the more newly-risen Mahratta powers
—employed European officers in their service.
Of these, many were highly respectable by birth,
as well as education and character, and well
deserved the rank and fortune to which several
of them attained; while others, of originally low
origin, and deficient in those qualities which are
requisite for success, sank unheard of, or became
degraded and despised for their vices.

In the first class of these soldiers of fortune we
may mention, amongst others, the names of De
Boigne, Raymond, Martine, Perron, Dudernaig,
Hessing, Thomas, and, though last, certainly not
the least worthy, the subject of these memoirs—
James Skinner. But as the first of these gentle-
men played a part which materially influenced
the fortunes of the chief who became our hero’s
master, and was himself a very remarkable per-
gonage, it is he who must first claim our notice.
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CHAPTER IL

General De Boigne, his origin and rise— Employed by
Sindea— His success—War with Ismael Beg Moghul—
Cruelties committed by Gholaum Kauder on Shah Allum
— Fate of Gholaum Kauder — General Martine— De
Boigne's return to Sindea’s service— Increase of Stndea’s
regular army— Battles of Patun and Mairtha—De
Botgne becomes Commander-in-Chief of Hindostan —
Taking of Kanounde—Holcar—Battle of Luckhatree—
De Boigne's influence with Sindea—Quits his service—
Character— Perron succeeds him.

BENOIT DE BOIGNE was a native of Chamberri,
in Savoy, who, having made choice of the mili-
tary profession, commenced his career as ensign
in the regiment of Lord Clare, one of those which
formed the Irish brigade in the service of France,
and was a corps famous for its discipline. In this
regiment, during a period of five years’ service in
various countries, he acquired that knowledge of
military affairs which was afterwards so conducive
to his advancement. Promotion, however, com-
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ing too slow for his ambition, he quitted the
service of France, and, having secured good in-
troductions, entered that of Russia, under Admiral
Orloff, then at war with the Turks.

In the Archipelago he saw some service, but
was taken prisoner at the siege of Tenedos, and
remained so until the end of the war. Being at
Smyrna, he heard from some Englishmen, whom
he met with there, so dazzling a description of
India, that he resolved to visit that country, and
try his fortune there.

After some disappointments and difficulties, he
made his way to Grand Cairo, from whence, by
the influence of Mr. Baldwin, the British Consul-
general, he obtained a passage from Suez to
Madras, where he arrived in the beginning of
1778. There, also, by the kindness of Mr. Bald-
win, who gave him an introduction to Major
Sydenham, town-major of Fort George, he was
recommended to Mr. Rumbold, the governor, and
by him was appointed to the 6th Native Battalion
of that presidency. While serving with that, he
narrowly escaped sharing the fate of Colonel
Baillie’s detachment, having been sent with two
companies to escort a convoy of grain from
Madras.
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Soon afterwards, conceiving himself unjustly
treated by Lord Macartney, then the governor,
in some affair of military promotion, he threw up
his commission, and resolved to proceed to Cal-

-cutta, and thence overland to Russia; a design

which Lord Macartney, sensible as it would seem
of his error, aided, by giving him letters of intro-
duction to Warren Hastings, then Governor-
General of India.

That gentleman received De Boigne with kind-
ness, and furnished him with letters, not only to
the British authorities in the upper provinces, but
to the native princes in alliance with the British
Government ; thus insuring him not only civility
and protection, but considerable pecuniary ad-
vantage in the presents which an individual so
recommended was sure to receive. This he par-
ticularly experienced at Lucknow, where the
Nawab made him valuable presents, and gave
him letters of credit on Cabool and Candahar
for 12,000 rupees.

From Lucknow, Mr. De Boigne proceeded to-
wards Dehlee, in company with Major Browne,
an English officer, at that time deputed on a
mission to the emperor. But that gentleman’s
progress being impeded by the jealousy of the
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emperor’s minister, Mr. De Boigne, being taken
for one of his suite, was also detained; so he
embraced that opportunity of visiting the camp of
Madhajee Sindea, at the invitation of the British
Resident, Mr. Anderson. On his way thither,
being still an object of suspicion, and equally so to
Sindea as to the Moghuls, he suffered under one
of these tricks of political legerdemain which are
not always confined to Asiatic courts. Sindea,
desirous of ascertaining his true character, and
the motives of his journey, employed certain of
the dexterous thieves of the country to steal his
baggage, that he might learn the truth from his
papers. These, including his letters of credit, he
never recovered, though, by the interference of
Mr. Anderson, the Resident, the greater part of
his baggage was afterwards restored to him. But
this loss Mr. De Boigne regarded as fatal both to
his purposed journey and to his fortune.

It was at this time, and under these circum-
stances, that De Boigne appears first to have
entertained the idea of seeking employment in
the service of some native prince; and Gwalior,
then in possession of the Rana of Gohud, being
besieged by Sindea, he conceived a plan for its
relief, which he communicated to the Rana,
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through a Scottish officer in his service, named
Sangster, who was in command of 1,000 well-
disciplined Sepoys, with a very respectable train
of artillery. His proposition was, that, on receiv-
ing an advance of 100,000 rupees, he would raise
two battalions of Sepoys within the emperor’s
territories east of the Jumna, in such a manner as
to awaken no suspicion, and, in conjunction with
Sangster and his corps from Gohud, would fall
on Sindea’s camp by surprise. This scheme was
frustrated by the suspicion of the Rana, who was
afraid to trust De Boigne with the money, and who
had hopes of interesting the English in his favour;
but he turned it to some advantage, by letting
the plan be known as if really contemplated, in
order to intimidate Sindea. And Sindea, though
it increased the ill-will he had conceived against
De Boigne, gave that officer full credit for the
merit of the suggestion.

De Boigne, thus disappointed, tendered his ser-
vices next to Pertaub Sing, the Rajah of Jeypore,
who, with the other Rajepoot states, was jealously
watching Sindea’s movements, and ready to oppose
him. It is singular enough that he should thus
have continued to irritate that prince, whose ser-
vice he was ultimately destined to enter, and
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whose power he was to be the instrument of
extending so greatly; and twice to have offered
his aid to the very powers whom he was so soon
to vanquish and humiliate. His offer was enter-
tained by Pertaub Sing, and negotiations were
entered into for the raising of two battalions;
but having considered it proper to acquaint Mr.
Hastings with the step he was going to take,
and having addressed him in too official a form,
as “ Governor-General,” that gentleman felt it
his duty to order him back to Calcutta, a sum-
mons with which, however inconvenient, Mr. De
Boigne thought proper immediately to comply.
Mr. Hastings, pleased with this prompt obedience,
permitted him to return; but before he could
reach Jeypore, events had occurred which in-
duced the Rajah to alter his mind, and he dis-
missed Mr. De Boigne with a present of 10,000
rupees.

Thus again and more seriously disappointed,
Mr. De Boigne was at a loss how to proceed ; but
just at this time he heard that Sindea was medi-
tating an expedition into Bundelcund; and he
sent to that chief proposals to raise, for this ser-
vice, two battalions of 850 men each. To this,
sfter some negotiation, Sindea agreed, making no
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present advance, but settling on De Boigne him-
self a monthly pay of a thousand rupees, and for
each man, including officers, a wage of eight
rupees per month. These battalions were to be
formed, as nearly as possible, on the model of
those in the English service, in respect to arms,
clothes, and discipline,—a labour, the extent of
which, thus imposed on one individual, especially
with De Boigne's straitened resources, all mili-
tary men will know how to appreciate. He al-
lowed the men five rupees per month, and out of
the overplus of the eight rupees paid his officers,
whom he gradually collected, Europeans of all
different nations; and Sangster, having joined
him, became superintendent of his cannon-foundry.
In spite of every obstacle, he succeeded in com-
pleting his two battalions, and reporting them as
ready to march, within five months; when he was
ordered to join the army in Bundelcund, under
Appa Khunde Rao.

This chieftain, one of Sindea’s principal officers,
had under his command a large force of cavalry,
but scarcely any infantry; so that De Boigne’s
two battalions, with their artillery, were found
of incalculable service, insomuch that they were
never off duty; and they greatly distinguished
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themselves on all occasions, especially at the siege
of the strong hill-fortress of Kalinjer. But the
state of affairs in the north did not permit Sindea
to leave so efficient a part of his force long at
such a distance; and Appa Khunde Rao received
orders to march, with all expedition, to assist his
master in his operations in Hindostan.

For some time previous to these events, the
intrigues and crimes of the nobles of the court of
Dehlee had occasioned so much confusion in the
Moghul empire, that Madhajee, ever ready to
avail himself of an opportunity, thought the time
had come for him to advance to the northward.
The well known Nujuff Kban, Ameer-ool-omrah,
and prime minister to the Emperor Shah Allum,
having died in April 1782, was succeeded in office
by Meerza Sheffee, to the prejudice of his adopted
son, Afrasiab Khan, who had, at first, been ac-
knowledged his successor. But Meerza Sheffee
was strongly opposed by a party headed by Ma-~
homed Beg Hamadanee, governor of Agra, and
Ismael Beg, his nephew; by which latter person
he was soon treacherously assassinated. He was
succeeded in office by Afrasiab Khan, who was in
his turn murdered by the brother of the slain ; so
that Mahomed Beg and his nephew remained
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unopposed, but were unable, from the increasing
anarchy, to take any vigorous steps towards main-
taining their authority, or opposing the powerful
army with which Sindea now crossed the Chum-
bul. Indeed, so well pleased was the unfortunate
emperor to see the prospect of an end to these
outrages, that he welcomed the Mahratta prince’s
arrival at Dehlee (January 1785), and bestowed
upon him the dignity of prime minister of the
empire,—a measure which even Hamadanee Beg
acquiesced in; and marched, at his orders, to
reduce the fortress of Rajoghur.

This success was, however, too rapid, and owed
its attainment to circumstances too fortuitous to
be permanent. The Moghul nobles, by degrees,
recovered their energies; and, indignant at the
obtrusion of a Mahratta chief into the highest
dignity of the empire, not only ceased for the
time from their own intrigues, but negociated
with the Rajepoot princes of Jeypore and Mar-
war for their aid in humbling the hated upstart.
Sindea was by no means unaware of this con-
spiracy, nor slow to prepare for meeting the
danger. The imperial army was now under his
command ; and as the rebellion had not as yet
broken out, nor had the disaffected declared
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themselves, it consisted of both Mahrattas and
Moghuls; and its first movements were directed
against the refractory Rajepoots.

Scarcely had they reached the vicinity of Jey-
pore, towards which place they first marched, than
Mahomed Beg Hamadanee and Ismael Beg went
over, with their followers, to the ememy. In
order to arrest this spirit of disaffection, which,
not unknown to Sindea, was spreading among the
troops, but which he trusted to extinguish by a
decisive success, he resolved on giving battle
immediately. Accordingly, he placed his right
under the command of a French officer, M. Les-
tineau, and his left under Mr. De Boigne; and
posting twenty-five battalions of the imperial
troops in the centre, he took charge of the
cavalry himself, as a reserve, and began the battle
by a heavy cannonade. Mahomed Beg himself
was killed by a cannon shot, early in the day,
while attacking the Mahratta right. But Ismael
Beg rallied his wavering troops, and drove the
right back upon the baggage until they were
supported by the reserve. On the other side,
10,000 Rhattore cavalry * came thundering fu-
riously upon De Boigne, charging up to the very

* This cavalry have already been alluded to, p. 27.
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guns, and cutting down the artillerists, in spite
of immense carnage made in their own ranks.
But the steadiness of the regular troops pre-
vailed ; the Rhattores, broken and greatly thinned,
gave way, and the battalions advanced in their
turn; but when they called on the Moghul
centre to aid them, the traitors refused to stir
a foot: thus was victory snatched from the
Mahratta prince, and a bloody day ended without
result.

Sindea, nothing disheartened, resolved to try a
second battle. But, next morning, the whole
Moghul infantry, with colours flying and drums
beating, went bodily over to join Ismael Beg,
taking with them eighty pieces of cannon. De
Boigne proposed to charge them, but Sindea
thought it more prudent to let them alone.

This sweeping desertion, which so powerfully
swelled the enemy’s ranks, rendered it impossible
to show face to them for the time, so the army
retired upon Alwar,* followed closely by Ismael
Beg ; and De Boigne, who had charge of the rear-
guard, had for eight days to sustain his repeated
attacks; but at length, by great exertions, they
gained the banks of the Chumbul, and Sindea saw

* The very romantic capital of the Machery Rajah.
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its waters roll once more between him and his
enemies.

Agra alone, of all his conquests in Hindostan,
held out ; defended valiantly by Lukwa-Dada, a
Mahratta Brahmin of the Shenwee caste,* and a’
favourite officer of Sundea’s, against Ismael Beg,
and the infamous Gholaumkawdir, chief of Seha-
runpore ; and so well and so long did that brave
soldier hold out, that Sindea, assisted by the
Jhats (a Hindoo tribe of low caste, originally
from the banks of the Indus), who hated the
Moghuls, was enabled to muster his forces once
more, in order to attempt its relief. He brought
up all the troops within reach, recalled all detach-
ments, and sent a large force forward under the
command of Rannee Kban,t the Bhaee, and Appa
Khundoorao, to which were added the regular
battalions of De Boigne. Joined by the Jhats,
under Sew Sing Foujedar, and M. Lestineau,
together with two Mahomedan officers, they
marched straight to Agra, but were met on the

* The Shenwee Brahmins were a very influential tribe,
or sect, of the Mahrat‘ta Brahmins.

T Rannee, or Rana Khan, was the man who, as has been
said above, saved the life of Madhajee Sindea, after the
battle of Paneeput.
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way, sixteen miles from Bhurtpore, by Ismael
Beg and Gholaum Kawdir, who had raised the
siege to give them battle. The action took place
on the 24th of April 1788, commencing by a
cannonade from the guns of Ismael Beg. The
Jhats took the right, the Mahrattas the left, of
Sindea’s line. The former were all put to flight
by a fierce attack by Gholaum Kawdir, except
the corps under Mr. Lestineau, which for some
time maintained their ground. Jehangeer Khan,
oene of the Mahomedan officers of the Jhats,
deserted to Ismael Beg without firing a shot.
This latter chief charged furiously the infantry of
De Boigne, who received him with the most per-
fect firmness and intrepidity; and had he been
suitably supported by the cavalry, the issue of
the day would have been different from what it
proved ; but after sustaining heavy loss, the regu-
lar troops were forced to give way and retire upon
Bhurtpore.

The triumph of the Moghul chiefs was, how-
ever, of short duration.. Sindea, reinforced and no-
wise discouraged, returned to the charge. Luckwa
Dada gallantly held out in Agra. Jealousies took
place among the Moghul chiefs; and Ranny Khan,
hearing of an incursion of the Sikhs, sent a body of

VOL. I E
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Mahrattas and Jhats to join and encourage them
to fall upon the Jagheer of Gholaum Kawdir.
That chief was forced by this diversion to leave
Ismael Beg’s army in order to repel this invasion ;
while the Mahratta army, joined by the Jhats,
once more gave battle to Ismael Beg near Agra.
The Moghuls were utterly routed and dispersed.
Ismael Beg himself, severely wounded, escaped by
the swiftness of his horse, and swam the Jumna;
after which, making for the camp of Gholaum
Kawdir, both took refuge in Dehlee. Then get-
ting access by treachery to the palace, he com-
mitted these atrocities* which have rendered his
name a curse, and which he completed by him-
self, digging out the eyes of the unfortunate Shah
Allum.

"To describe the bloody scenes of the next two
months during which the capital remained in pos-
session of this monster, for whose insane conduct
nothing but madness can account, is as foreign
to the present purpose as it would be revolting to
the reader. Those who are anxious to become
acquainted with'its details may consult the autho-
rities mentioned in the note at foot. It is not

* See Franklin’s History of Shah Allum, the Seir Moota-
khereen, and other histories of India.
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easy to account for the apparent remissness of
Sindea, or his general, in not following up their
victory and relieving the capital. If it was occa-
sioned by his policy in giving the robbers time to
quarrel over their prey, it was at least a fatal
proceeding for the wretched emperor and his
family. When Sindea did come in person, he
did all he could to alleviate their melancholy
condition, and himself replaced the unfortunate
emperor upon the throne. That these services
should be rewarded by a confirmation of the
former grant of the prime ministership to the
chief who performed them, was a natural conse-
quence; and to this title was added that of com-
mander-in-chief of the imperial forces.

It is satisfactory to learn that punishment, even
in this world, awaited the principal actors in this
series of crimes. At the approach of the Mahratta
army, Gholaum Kawdir fled, carrying with him
the nazir of the Shah’s household, who had been
his treacherous coadjutor in his crimes, and pur-
sued by a large body to Meerut, about six miles
from Dehlee, where for a considerable time he
defended himself against them. But supplies run-
ning short, and the garrison becoming mutinous,
he made a rush from the fort with 500 horsemen,
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and gallantly cut his way through the enemy.
But his troops, disheartened, began ta drop away,
until he found himself alone, when his horse,
exhausted, fell, and he was unable to proceed.
The zemindar of a neighbouring village took him
prisoner, and carried him to the Mahratta camp,
where, first, he was suspended in a cage made
for the occasion, like a wild beast, in front of the
army; then, after every possible indignity, his
nose, ears, hands, and feet being cut off, he was,
thus mutilated, sent off to Dehlee, but he died
miserably on the way. The nazir, his treacherous
associate, after being stripped and imprisoned by
himeelf, and carried off with him to Meerut, was
taken there, and being sent back to Dehlee, wasg
trampled to death by an elephant, by Sindea’s
command,

For three years did Mr. De Boigne continue in
the service of the Mahratta chief, who fully appre-
ciated his talents and his zeal. But he was sensi-
ble that he was still in a false position—that with
the command of so limited a force he could: effect;
nothing of importance; and animated with a sin-
cere desire to increase his master’s power, he mads
proposals to Sindea to augment his regular force
to a brigade of 10,000 men, farmed upon the same
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model as the two original battalions. But though
that prince was fully convinced of the value of
his regular troops, and quite alive to the merits
of their commander, his Mahratta prejudices were
too strong in favour of cavalry, and the jealousies
of his own chiefs and officers too firmly rooted
against the employment of Europeans, to render
it politic in him to assent to a proposal which
would give to them so much encouragement.
The time, in fact, was not ripe for adopting so
bold a measure, added to which the expense of
forming such a corps presented in itself a serious
difficulty. All these considerations weighed with
Sindea, who replied to the proposal in terms
which Mr. De Boigne could construe into nothing
less than a courteous refusal, and on this he ten-
dered his resignation. It was accepted by the
Mahratta prince; but they parted with such ex-
pressions of consideration and esteem, as portended
that their separation would not be permanent.
For the present, Mr. De Boigne, free to go
where he pleased, retired to Lucknow, where, by
the advice of his friend, the well-known General
Martine,* who had made his abode there, he

* General Claude Martine, born 1732, was the son of a
silk manufacturer at Lyons, who, not relishing the inactive
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entered into commercial speculations, which
promised a return more lucrative at least than

profession of his father, enlisted as a trooper in Count
Lally’s body-guard, and went out with him to Pondicherry,
where the Count was appointed Governor. But that noble-
man's severity of discipline, and unconciliatory manners, so
disgusted his men that numbers deserted to the English,
and among them the whole of his body-guard, who were
very well received ; and so conspicuous did young Martine
render himself for spirit and activity, that he soon after
received permission from the Madras government to raise a
company of Chasseurs from among the French prisoners,
with the rank of ensign in the British service. This corps
was soon ordered to Bengal, on the way to which Martine
and his men were nearly lost, the vessel foundering off the
point of Gaudover.

In the Bengal military service Martine received great
encouragement, being duly promoted to the rank of captain
in the line; and being a clever engineer, he was sent to
Oude, in order to survey the north-eastern provinces.
During this time, as he resided in Lucknow, he became
known to the Nawéb Vizier Sujah-u-dowlut, who conceiv-
ing a high idea of his talents, solicited and obtained permis-
sion from the Governor and Council of Calcutta to appoint
him superintendent of his military park and arsenal ; and
Martine was so well satisfied with this appointment and his
prospects at Lucknow, that he relinquished his pay and
allowance from the Company, retaining his rank.

His fortune was now secured ; he became the confidential
adviser of his Highness the Vizier, and without any osten-
gible situation in the government, and seldom even appear-
ing at the Durbar, had more positive influence than the
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the profession of arms, which he had so long
been engaged in.*

ministers themselves. This was the source of a vast fortune,
for, independently of his large salary and emoluments, pre-
sents from all quarters, as well as from his master, poured
in upon him. He became the agent for procuring all the
numerous European articles which were then the taste at
Lucknow,—had the greatest share in negociating all loans
for the state,—and became the depository of vast sums be-
longing to private individuals, on which, being placed with
him for security, he realized a large profit. During all this
time his rank in the British army went on, and in 1796 he
received the Brevet-rank of Major-General. In Lucknow
he lived without much show, and though hospitable to his
English friends, was neither remarkable for the excellence
of his table or equipage. But he erected, on the banks of
the Ghoomtee river, a curious and remarkable house, con-
structed entirely of stone, and suitable for defence, having
suites of rooms suited to all seasons of the year, and filled
with curious contrivances for comfort. Its exterior decora-
tions were equally singular and fanciful, and it had a well-
stored, if not elegant, garden attached. In the centre of this
edifice there is a vault, deep underground, which he formed
for a mausoleum, and in which he lies interred, with this
inscription over the tomb, written by himself :—
Here lies CLAuDE MARTINE.
He was born at Lyons, A.n. 1732.
He came to India a private soldier,
And died a Major-General.

® These were continued by him to the last, even after he
Tesumed his military occupations ; and most of his fortune
was remitted home, in goods, through Lisbon. .
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But he was not permitted long to pursue these
peaceful avocations. Sindea, though generally
successful, and conqueror of the provinces of
Agra, Dehlee, and Seharunpore, must have long
felt that his power wanted stability. His shrewd
intellect no doubt led him to perceive that cavalry

The name of this singular house, or castle, is Constantia ;
but he had another fine residence on the banks of the
Ganges, with e large park attached, to which he sometimes
used to retire in the hot season.

For fifteen years before his death, he was greatly afflicted
with the stone, and the remarkable means by which, with
the exertion of indomitable perseverance and the firm
endurance of much pain for more than twelve months, he
relieved himgel, are facts well known to medical men., Bug
the experiment was not calculated to succeed a second time,
and the complaint gradually returning, terminated his life
in the year 1800, at the age of sixty-eight.

Of this singular man there are many and curious anec-
dotes tald by those who knew him; and a detailed account
of his life and fortunes would be both an amusing and
instructive work. His fortune at his death was said to be
about 830,0007., but there is reason to believe it exceeded that
sum. He bequeathed 25,0001. to his relatives at Lyons, and
the same sum for the use of the poer in that city’s jurisdic-
tion; a like sam, for the same purpose, to Calcutta, and the
same to Lucknow. The rest was disposed of in several
legacies, too numerons for insertion here; and the will is
gaid to contain some curious expositions of his gniding prin~
ciples through life.
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was a force more suited to predatory warfare than
for the maintenance of a fixed and permanent
empire. It is eaid, too, that his illegitimate birth
had tended somewhat to diminish his influence
amongst his countrymen, and he resolved to com-
pensate for this disadvantage by creating a force
which should be more under his own command,
and more available for all services than his
Mahratta troops. It was, no doubt. in pursuance
of this system that he enlisted a large proportion
of Rajepoots and Mahomedans, and entertained
large bodies of Ghosseins,* who, until employed
by Madhajee, had seldom appeared as soldiers in

* Ghosseins are one of the four principal classes of
Hindoo devotees, and are understood to be followers of
Mahadeo. Those who affect great sanctity often go naked,
and subject themselves to most severe tortures and self-
privations: others follow secular pursuits, becoming mer-
chants, soldiers, &c. They often used to congregate in
bands, and range the country, committing great excesses and
outrages, on pretence of seeking for alms : sometimes they
assemble in large bodies, under a leader, who is at once their
ghostly instructor and captain, and hire themselves out
as mercenaries; and Sindea entertained. a body of these
men, under a leader named Himmut Bahadru, who after-
wards attained to comsiderable celebrity. These military
Ghosseins were often called Négas, and generally fought
with desperate resolution; they affected the colour of orange
in their garments.
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the Mahratta armies. It was this motive, also,
which at last induced him to resolve on increasing
his regular troops, and placing them under the
command of European officers. He was aware,
too, that the Moghul power, though scattered and
dispersed, had not been so completely destroyed
as to be harmless, and that the Rajepoot chiefs
were hostile in their hearts, while the Affghans
were even then threatening another descent from
the north.

Impressed by these considerations, it is not
surprising that Sindea remembered the proposi-
tions of De Boigne, and resolved to secure, if
possible, the return of that gentleman to his ser-
vice. His vakeel found Mr. De Boigne immersed
in his new employment ; but he could not resist
an appeal which spoke equally to his inclinations,
his pride, and his interest—for Sindea made liberal
offers. After a few days spent in regulating his
affairs, he repaired to Muttra, at that time the
head-quarters of the Mahratta prince. A single
audience, where both parties were willing, sufficed
to bring them to an understanding, and an ar-
rangement was concluded with every mark of
confidence and esteem on both sides. De Boigne
was empowered to raise immediately a brigade of
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10,000 men, disciplined in the European style,
and at a rate of pay higher than that of any
other corps in the service, and the General’s own
appointments were fixed at 4,000 rupees per
month. His two original battalions formed the
nucleus of this force, and the battalion of Lesti-
neau, which had been abandoned by their com-
mander, and then mutinied for want of pay,
after being broken up as a corps, were pardoned
by Sindea, at De Boigne’s request, and admitted
individually into the new brigade. Thus, three
of the thirteen battalions were already complete,
and, by deputing steady officers into Rohilcund,
the Doab, and Oude, the rest were soon raised,
80 potent was the name of Sindea, and the assu-
rance of good and regular pay.

In a few months the corps was complete. Ten
of the battalions were dressed like the Sepoys,
and armed, as they were, with musket and
bayonet. The other three, composed of Affghans,
wore a Persian uniform, and were armed with
matchlocks, to which the General added a bayonet.
500 Mewattees, irregular soldiers, intended for
camp duty, and 500 cavalry, with sixty pieces of
cannon, completed the brigade, which formed in
itself a little army of 12,000 men, under the
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colours of him who had created it—the White
Cross of Savoy.

The officers of this body were principally Euro-
peans, of all nations, many of them British, and
men very respectable by birth, education, and
character; and all lent their General their willing
aid in his arduous duty of bringing under and
preserving discipline amongst the new levies.
The non-commissioned officers were selected from
the élite of the old battalions. The object of all
was to create and keep up a high esprit du
corps; and in a short time the brigade was fit
for duty.

Their services were soon required. Ismael
Beg, with his Moghuls, supported by the Rajahs
of Jeypore and Jhoudpore, appeared in arms at
the town of Patun, in the province of Ajmeer;
and Sindea, after some characteristic intriguing
to corrupt the regular troops of Ismael, ordered
Gopaul Rao Bhow, Luckwa Dada, and De
Boigne, to attack his camp. The battle took
place on the 20th June 1790, and was a very
severe one; for Holcar, who had promised his
assistance to Sindea, stood aloof during the en-.
gagement ; and Ismael Beg fought with his usual
courage and determination. The line had been
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formed at nine in the morning, but the brunt of
the battle was not until the afternoon, when Is-
mael Beg made a furious attack upon De Boigne’s
infantry, penetrating even to the guns, and cut-
ting down the gunners at their pieces. But again
the resolute energy of that officer saved the corps,
and repelled the desperate charge. The brigade
then advanced upon the enemy’s batteries, which
he carried one after another; and Ismael Beg,
completely routed, fled to the gates of Jeypore,
leaving behind him all his guns, one hundred in
pumber, fifty elephants, two hundred standards,
and all his baggage. Next day, too, seven of his
battalions and 10,000 irregular troops came over
and submitted to the conqueror. The day was a
bloody one on both sides; some assert that 11,000
or 12,000 of the Mahrattas were killed, but Is-
mael Beg’s army was completely destroyed : all this
was entirely owing to De Boigne and his regular
brigade, for the cavalry did very little. The
town of Patun, and its strong citadel, surrendered
to the conqueror in three days after; and its
commander declared himself the vassal of the
Mahratta prince.*

* The Bhattores impute the loss of this battle to the
treachery of the Jeypooreans, who arve said to have agreed
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Sindea, who received accounts of the battle at
Muttra, where his head-quarters still remained,
now sent De Boigne to invade the territory of
Jhoudpore, the Rajah of which state had so
powerfully assisted his late enemy, Ismael Beg.
On the route, that officer undertook the siege of
the fort of Ajmeer, which had been taken by the
Marwarees by a coup de main ; but learning that
Beeja Sing, the Rajah, had advanced to Mairtha,
a town some twenty miles west of that city, he
left a corps of 2,000 irregular cavalry to maintain
the blockade, and advanced with the rest of his
force to meet the enemy. At Mairtha, then the
home of the bravest clans of Marwar,—on the
plains of which the crown of that kingdom had
been fought for in many a memorable battle,—
whence, but a few years before, the bravest of
with the Mahrattas to hold aloof during the engagement.
No doubt Sindea’s intrigues ‘may have effected something,
but there had been for some time a jealousy between the
Rhattores and Chuchwahas, on account of some contemp-
tuous verses made on the latter by a band of Marwas: on
this occasion they retaliated on the Rhattores in a doggrel
verse, which charges them with the disgrace of having lost
at Patun five essentials of men—horse, shoes, turban, mous-
tachios, and “the sword of Marwar,”—in other words, had

become women,—a sarcasm that has never been forgotten.—
Tod’s Rajahstan, vol. i. p. 761.
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the Rhattores, with their Prince Beeja Sing and
200,000 men, had been driven from a murderous
field, by these same Mahrattas,*—on this same
ground, covered with the innumerable tombs of
those who had fallen in former days, was the
same prince, and 30,000 of his best Rhattores,
with 20,000 foot to boot, destined to sustain a no
less disastrous defeat. The Mahratta cavalry,
nearly equal in numbers to that of the Rajepoots,
preceded by one day De Boigne, whose infantry,
with its eighty pieces of cannon, was embarrassed
in the muddy bed of the Loonee river; and they
encamped five miles distant from the Rhattore
cavalry, who were drawn out upon the plain of
Mairtha, with one flank resting on the village of
Dangiwas. It is said, that had not some unhappy
differences existed amongst the Rhattore chiefs,
respecting the leadership of the army, they might
have taken advantage of De Boigne’s absence,
and charged and scattered the Mahrattas before
that officer and his regular troops could have
come up. But, unfortunately, they neither did
this, nor, as it appears, did they keep an ordinarily

* In 1753, when Ram Sing endeavoured to dispute the
throne with Beeja Sing, and called in the Mahrattas and
Jeypooreans to his assistance. '
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good look-out in their own lines; for De Boigne
came up in the grey of the nmext morning, and
completely surprised the unguarded Rajepoots
while at their ablutions, or asleep, by sending
among them showers of grape from his powerful
guns. All became panic and eonfusion in a mo-
ment; the position was forced,—the guns and the
irregular infantry put to flight.

An error on the part of De Boigne’s com-
mander * on the left seemed at this time to open
a glimpse of hope to the Rajepoots, for, pressing
on with three battalions, he was nearly cut off
from the main body, by a party of Rhattore horse
who had rallied and kept together. Some of
their best chiefs, it appears, awaking from the
deep sleep of opium,t found their eamp deserted
or in confusion, and calling around them their
immediate followers, they collected about 4,000 of
their best horsemen, with which they attacked the
imprudent commander on the right. De Boigne
saw the danger, and flew to the rescue, and form-
ing part of his infantry into a hollow square,
resisted the repeated and furious charges of the
Rhattores, who, as usual, galloped up to the

* The name is believed to be Rokan.
t Tod’s Rajahstan, val. i.
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muzzles of the guns, in spite of the murderous
showers of grape, which told fearfully in their
dense mass, and cut down the gunners, but could
not penetrate the square; they broke the line,
however, and passed on to engage the Mahratta
horse, which scattered at their approach. But
they had no support, and the guns, wheeled round,
continued their murderous discharge ; the troops
re-formed to receive them as they came back;
their ranks were thinned by grape and musketry ;
and though they continued to charge up to the
very bayonet points, it was each time with weaker
effect,—until, falling in detail before the immove-
able square, scarce one of the 4,000 left the field.
By nine of the morning the battle was over; by
ten, the camp, cannon, and baggage were in pos-
session of the Mahrattas; by three in the after-
noon the city had been taken by assault, and had
become the headquarters of the Mahratta com-
manders.

The consequence of this victory, which, beyond
the smallest question, was won entirely by De
Boigne and his regular brigade, was the submis-
sion to Sindea of the Rajahs of Joudpore and
Oodeypore; and by this and other successes, un-

VOL. I. F
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questionably owing to the same cause, the supe-
riority of regular troops had become so firmly
established, that Sindea now resolved to triple
the number of those under De Boigne, and he
accordingly directed that officer to raise two more
brigades upon the same model as the first, as-
signing for their maintenance fifty-two purgunnahs
eastward of the Jumna, and yielding twenty-two
lakhs of rupees a year. The general had two per
cent. upon this expenditure, besides his regular
pay of 6,000 rupees per month— a sum which was
doubled by other perquisites; and he fixed his
headquarters at Coel, in the Doab, in the centre
of the assigned districts, where he occupied him-
self in bringing to perfection the material and
discipline of this force, which, by the sanction of
the emperor, was to bear the title of the Imperial
army. The administration of Hindostan was com-
mitted to Gopaul Rao Bhow, but its defence was
intrusted to De Boigne.

It were foreign to the present purpose to fol-
low minutely the proceedings of Sindea and his
general, De Boigne, after their decisive check to
the Rajepoot princes. The next important occa-
sion for the employment of the regular brigades,
was against a Mahratta enemy. Tookojee Hol-
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car,* at all times a treacherous ally and jealous
rival of Sindea, after betraying him at Patun, and
on other occasions, took advantage of his absence
in the Dekhan to cross the Chumbul into Rajepoo-
tanah. Sindea, though successful and victorious
in the north, did not feel himself by any means
so independent in the Dekhan as to neglect his
interest there,—especially as the celebrated Nana
Furnavese, the Peishwah’s minister, was known
to be his enemy at that prince’s court. He there-
fore contrived a special mission to Poonah,—
namely, that of conveying to the Peishwah the
khilut of investiture of the office of Wukeel-e-
Mootluq, or chief minister of the Moghul empire,
from the Imperial court; and so well did he
succeed in his object, that, in spite of Furnavese’s
enmity, he gained the friendship and confidence of
the young Peishwah. It was while thus employed,
that Holcar, trusting not only to the absence of
his rival, but to the influence of Nana Furna-
vese, believed that he had a golden opportunity to
deal Sindea a severe blow in the north; so pick-
ing a quarrel with Gopaul Rao Bhow, the general

* The general of Ahalia Bhye, then the head of the
Holcar family, and father of Jesswunt Rao Holcar, though
himself no relation of the family.

F 2



68 MEMOIRS OF COLONEL SKINNER.

of his rival in that quarter, a series of petty
hostilities: began, which soon increased to open
war.

The widow of Nujuff Khan,* formerly prime
minister of the empire, having refused to sur-
render the fortress of Kanounde to Sindea’s
officers, Mr. De Boigne detached a brigade, under
command of Colonel Perron, a French officer, to
reduce the place. It was opposed by the inde-
faiigable Ismael Beg, who, coming to the lady’s
assistance with his Moghuls, got beaten, and fled
into the fort. But foreseeing its fall, and doubt-
ful of the fidelity of the garrison, he gave himself
up to M. Perron, on condition of his life being
spared. By the firm remonstrances of De Boigne
and Perron, his life was saved, but he was sent to
the fort of Agra, where, some years afterwards,
he died in prison; and thus fell the last of the
Moghul nobles of that party.

Soon after the surrender of Kanounde, Gopaul
Rao Bhow summoned both Luckwa Dada and

* This nobleman was well aware of the power of De
Boigne and his brigades. He told his Begum—the same in
question in the text—that if Sindea sent to demand the
surrender of the place—to hold out; but if De Boigne or
Perron came, to surrender at once; she was persuaded, to
his own loss, by Ismael Beg to resist.

— "
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De Boigne to join him in opposing the progress
of Holcar, who mustered, as was understood,
30,000 horse, with four regular battalions of foot,
under command of the Chevalier Dudernaig,* a
Frenchman, and a numerous artillery. The com-
bined forces of Sindea amounted to 9,000 of the
regular brigades, and 20,000 horse, with a suitable
proportion of cannon. Holcar at first seemed
desirous to avoid a pitched battle; but after
several marches and countermarches, De Boigne
having ascertained that the enemy was encamped
near a forest at the village of Lukhairee, to the
westward of Kanounde, resolved to attack them.
The conflict, which took place in September 1792,
was very bloody, and the most obstinate ever

* The Chevalier Dudernaig was the son of a French
naval captain, and is represented as being a man of highly-
finished education and agreeable manners. He took service
with Holcar, with whom he continued for some time, and
afterwards in that of Kassee Rao. But finding the service
or the cause a bad one, he left his battalion, and returned to
Kotah, under protection of Zalim Sing. Holcar endea-
voured to induce Zalim Sing to give him up ; but that chief
refused to stain his name with infamy by such an act ; and
the chevalier was permitted, on payment of a small sum, to
retire to Hindostan, with all his property, which he did,
escorted by a party of Zalim Sing’s troops; and he soon
after took service in the brigades of Sindea.
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witnessed by the general. Early in the day, an
unlucky accident had nearly turned the chances
against him,—for a shot having struck and caused
the blowing up of an open tumbril of ammuni-
tion, it was followed by the explosion of twelve
more, while the enemy took advantage of the con-
fusion to charge. But the unfailing steadiness
and presence of mind of De Boigne, and the
perfect discipline of his troops, averted the evil
consequences of this mishap. The enemy were
checked by a murderous fire, and as they retreated
were charged by his own chosen cavalry, and the
route became general. Dudernaig’s four bat-
talions were all but annihilated; their guns,
thirty-eight in number, all taken ; and almost all
their European officers were killed. The broken
remains of Holcar’s army repassed the Chumbul
with precipitation.

The submission of the Rajah Pertaub Sing, of
Jeypore, followed this victory; and after consent-
ing to pay seventy lakhs of rupees, by way of
expenses, he received the victorious general at his
capital in a style of great magnificence.

The influence of De Boigne with Sindea was
now almost paramount. Virtually ruler of Hin-
dostan, in as far as the power of Sindea himself
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extended; with no rival to fear, save the British
power alone, in Upper India—a power which he
always respected—he might now be said to have
reached the summit of his ambition. Military fame,
influence, and riches, were all his own; and his
master himself felt that to him it was that the ex-
traordinary and unhoped for prosperity he enjoyed
was due. The use he made of this influence was
worthy of him. He promoted the interests of
humanity by softening the horrors of war, and
tempered the fierce and savage spirit of the
Mahratta hordes by the force of that example
which he set in the maintenance of a rigid disci-
pline amongst his own corps. Often did he step
between Sindea and his hasty wrath, shielding
those whom he believed to be innocent or belied,
until the storm had passed away, and justice was
permitted to have its sway. By his own officers
he was honoured and beloved, and he exercised an
influence over his men unknown, till then, in the
service of any native power.

The term of his service under the great Mad-
hajee was, however, drawing to a close. That
able prince died at Wunoulee, near Poonah, in
the month of February 1794, at the age of sixty-
four, leaving to his grand-nephew, Dowlut Rao
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Sindea (for he had no male-heirs), an extent of
territory, and an amount of power, which none of
his family could ever have hoped to attain. His
possessions in the Dekhan and Malwah were
tolerably secure and well managed, but across
the Chumbul there was no power to contend with
his. Rajepootanah was humbled—Hindostan was
his own; and the young Dowlut Rao, whose in-
dependence even the British Government acknow-
ledged, and to whom the high title of Maharaje
was freely conceded, succeeded to an empire
which might well take rank with the most power-
ful native states of the peninsula.

In spite of many brilliant offers made to him
from other potentates, General De Boigne had
resolved to continue in the service of that prince
whose power he had been so instrumental in
raising, and which it was his ambition to main-
tain in its integrity ; and Dowlut Rao, who set
less value upon his possessions in Hindostan than
on those to the southward, was contented to con-
firm De Boigne in the government and protection
of all to the north of the Chumbul.

But the constantly sustained efforts which Mr.
De Boigne had kept up for so many successive
years began to tell even upon his iron constitu-
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tion, and he longed for repose to remew his
exhausted health. Sindea, fully sensible of his
value, sought still to retain him in his service;
but Mr. De Boigne feeling his indisposition in-
crease, persevered in his resolution, and at length
received permission to retire, upon the under-
standing that he should resume his post if return-
ing health should permit.

In February 1796, he accordingly bade adieu
to the scenes which possessed so much interest for
him, and which had seen him rise to so high a
pitch of fame and fortune—to the army he had
created, and which had helped him to the emi-
nence he had attained—to the officers who had
been his comrades in so many bloody and trying
days—and to all the pomp and power he had so
long enjoyed. He carried along with him the
favour and regret of his master, and the esteem
and affection of all who knew him, and proceeded
to Calcutta, accompanied by his personal guard of
600 Persian chosen cavalry, the horses and equip-
ments of which were all his own property. These
were purchased at once of him by the Governor-
General, who also entertained the men. In the
month of September he finally quitted India,
carrying with him to his native. land a vast for-



74 MEMOIRS OF COLONEL SKINNER.

tune, of which it is understood he has made a
noble use.

We cannot better conclude our short notice of
this very remarkable man than in the words
extracted from a letter of Captain J. Smith, who
served with him for a long time :—

“De Boigne is formed by nature to guide and to
command. His school acquirements are mot much
above mediocrity ; but he is a tolerable Latin scholar,
and reads, and writes, and speaks French, Italian,
Persian, Hindostanee, and English, fluently. He is
an attentive observer of the manners and dispositions
of men,—affable and good humoured, but resolute
and firm,—he has entire command over his passions.

On the grand stage where he has acted 2
brilliant and important part for these ten years, he is
at once dreaded and idolized. Latterly, the very name
of De Boigne conveyed more terror than the thunder
of his cannon,—a singular instance of which I will
relate. Nujuff Koolee Khan, in his last moments,
advised his Begum to resist, in the fortress of Ca-
nound, the efforts of his enemies. ¢ Resist tkem,’
he said; ¢ but if De Boigne appears, yield.” That
this renown was not unfounded, may be gathered from
the list of his victories at Agra, at Patun, at Mairtha,
at Lukhairee, and many other fields of lesser im-
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portance :—he never lost a battle. He will be long
regretted in India. His justice was uncommon, and
singularly well proportioned between severity and
mildness. He possessed the art of gaining the con-
fidence of both princes and subjects; active and per-
severing to a degree only to be conceived or believed
by those who were spectators of his indefatigable
labours, he continued at business of the most varied
and important character from sunrise to midnight,
and this without an European assistant—for he is
diffident in placing his trust,—and all this not for
one day, but unremittingly for ten years. To this
unceasing toil he sacrificed one of the most robust
constitutions which ever nature formed. In person
he is above six feet high, large limbed, giant-boned,
strong featured, and with piercing eyes.

“He raised the power of Madhajee Sindea to a
pitch that chief could never have expected, or se-
riously hoped for; and fixed it on the basis of a
powerful, well-disciplined, and well-paid army. . . . .
Dowlut Rao Sindea now possesses the largest and
best disciplined troops that ever were under a native
prince, in the European form ; and he may defy, and
has defied, the whole Mahratta empire. He has six
regular brigades, besides detached battalions; they
consist of thirty battalions of Sepoys, and ten of
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Nujeebs, of 700 men each; 2,000 regular cavalry,
and 200 pieces of cannon; besides this, he has
100,000 Mahratta cavalry, and 2,000 irregular in-
fantry. . ... All other Europeans have failed in
such attempts from want of funds for regular pay.
De Boigne saw this error from the first, and prevailed
on Sindea to give over in Jaidad, Purgunnahs pro-
ducing twenty lakhs, and these were increased to
thirty lakhs a year; and all these Purgunnahs were
in the most thriving state from good management.

“One trait of De Boigne should not be passed
over in silence. It was his earnest aim to soften,
in all ways, the horrors of war. Every officer and
soldier, when wounded, received a present of a certain
number of days’ pay in proportion to the severity of
his hurt, without any stoppage during the time of
cure; and all disabled received a pension for life,
besides an assignment in land, to which the relations
of the killed succeed,—no other native power has ever
done this.”

There is one other fact recorded by Captain
Smith, which, to Britains at least, must be in-
teresting. When he first enlisted with Sindea,
one of the principal articles of agreement he

. that in writing, was, that he
ered to bear arms against the
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English; and this, independent of what related to
himself, was ever his advice to that prince.

Such was the commander under whom young
Skinner was destined to make his debut in arms;
but he was not destined long to enjoy this privi-
lege, for he had only entered the service a few
months when De Boigne quitted it, and the
command of the regular brigades, now largely
increased, fell to Colonel Perron. Mr. Perron
came to India as a petty officer of a French man-
of-war, but, desirous of mending his fortune, he
left the navy, and, travelling up the country, first
entered the service of the Rana of Gohud, under
the orders of Mr. Sangster. After the fall of the
Rana, he entered into a corps commanded by
Mr. Lestineau, then in the service of Sindea, as
quartermaster-serjeant, on an allowance of sixty
rupees per month. Mr. Lestineau was supposed
to have got possession of Gholaum Kawdir's
saddle when he was taken near Meerut, and to
have obtained in it the valuable jewels which that
miscreant had plundered from the palace at
Dehlee; and with this booty, and some money
which had been given him to pay his troops, he
made his escape to Europe. On this occurrence,
Mr. Perron received from Rana Khan the com-
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mand of a battalion ; but the troops being reduced
soon after, he lost this employment. When Mr.
De Boigne began to form his brigade, having had
experience of Mr. Perron’s talents, he gave him
command of a battalion called the Boorhanpoor
Battalion; and he conducted himself so much to
the Geeneral’s satisfaction, especially at the battle
of Patun and at Kanounde, that De Boigne
afterwards gave him the command of one of his
brigades. He subsequently accompanied Sindea
into the Dekhan, and was with him when he died.
He then was attached to the young Dowlut Rao
Sindea, whose confidence he won,—particularly
by his conduct in the battle of Kindla, in the
Dekhan, fought in 1795,—so that, when De
Boigne resigned his command, and Mr. Frimont,
who was his senior officer, died, it followed
naturally that he should succeed to the full situa-
tion of that officer—in which Sindea accordingly
confirmed him. Of Mr. Perron, Mr. De Boigne
always entertained a high opinion, and spoke of
him with great respect. But, in several matters
of politics, his opinions differed widely from De
Boigne’s, for he entertained as strong a dislike to
the British as the General did a partiality ; and,
instead of following up the sentiment of De
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Boigne, of ‘“ never to quarrel with the English,”
Perron made no secret of his disposition to thwart
and oppose them in every possible way—a policy
which in the end proved fatal to his master as well
as to himself.

Colonel Perron, a connection of Perron’s, was
also a French officer in Sindea’s service, to whom
De Boigne gave the command of a brigade ; and
the Chevalier Dudernaig, who, as we have seen,
had been at first in Holecar’s service, when he came
over to that of Sindea, was entrusted with a
similar charge by Perron. There were many
other officers who had commands in that army, in
various ranks,—as Colonels Hessing, Pholman,
Sutherland, Drugeon, Frimont, &c.,—who will
make their appearance in the sequel; but we
gshall now turn to the more immediate subject of
this narrative, Colonel James Skinner.
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_CHAPTER IIL

Lieutenant-Colonel James Skinner—Early Mohratta troops
—Bajee Rao— Moghul troops— Pindarrees —Makratta
armies — Horse — Respectable classes of Indian Horse
greatly superior to them—Rajepoots—Instances of thetr
gallantry— Hindostanee Horse—Skinner's Horse— Their
high character and efficiency—Sketch of Skinner— His
birth— Family—Education—Articled to a printing-office
—Drisliking 1t escapes from his master—Is sent up the
country by Colonel Burn—From Cawnpore sent to the
Mahratta service, under General De Boigne—Posted to a
Nujeeb battalion—General Perron succeeds De Bovgne—
Commences his service in Bundeleund.

THE name of James Skinner is known to almost
every one at all acquainted with India, as that of
a gallant and successful soldier, a distinguished
leader of irregular horse. And there are few,
whom duty or business have led to the north-
western provinces, that have not, in some shape
or other, experienced his kindness and hospitality.
His warm-hearted liberality and generous enthu-
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siasm have seldom failed to gain the love and
friendship of those with whom he has had any
intercourse ; while his enterprising gallantry and
indefatigable zeal always secured the praise and
confidence of his military superiors, and the de-
voted attachment of his men. Thrown in early
youth amongst scenes of high excitement,— of
daring adventure and bloody rencontres,—of mili-
tary pomp and Eastern magnificence; at one time
struggling wi